Geometry and bone density.
Bone development is a key process in the growing child. It is, therefore, of paramount importance to survey this process, which is characterized by increasing length and size of the bone together with its progressive mineralization. The bone status can be evaluated by different techniques, each of them having its pros and cons. Furthermore, it should be underlined that the results of bone assessment depend not only from the employed technique but also from the auxological characteristics of the subjects. It is, therefore, the aim of this review to examine the characteristics of the various methods of bone evaluation, such as dual energy X-ray absorptiometry (DEXA), peripheral quantitative computed tomography (pQCT), ultrasound and metacarpal index and to explain how changes in bone structure and geometry may influence the results.